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My Call is Love
  

St. Therese of Lisieux (The Little Flower)

 

I persevered in the reading and did not let my mind wander until I found this 
encouraging theme: Set your desires on the greater gifts. And I will show you the 
way which surpasses all others.
nothing at all without love and that this same love is surely the best path leading 
directly to God. At length I had found peace of mind.
 

When I had looked upon the mystical body of the Church, I recognis
none of the members which St. Paul described, and what is more, I desired to 
distinguish myself more favourably within the whole body. Love appeared to me 
to be the hinge for my vocation. Indeed I knew that the Church had a body 
composed of various members, but in this body the necessary and more noble 
member was not lacking; I knew that the Church had a heart and that such a 
heart appeared to be aflame with love. I knew that one love drove the members 
of the Church to action, that if this love
have proclaimed the Gospel no longer, the martyrs would have shed their blood 
no more. I saw and realised that love sets off the bounds of all vocations, that 
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My Call is Love  

St. Therese of Lisieux (The Little Flower) 
Doctor of the Church 

  

This excerpt from the Autobiography of St. Therese 
Child Jesus (Manuscrits autobriographiques, 1957, 227
is used in the Roman Office of Readings for the memo
St. Therese on October 1.   
  

Since my longing for martyrdom was powerful and 
unsettling, I turned to the epistles of St. Paul in the 
hope of finally finding an answer. By chance the 
12th and 13th chapters of the 1st epistle to the 
Corinthians caught my attention, and in the first 
section I read that not everyone can be an apostle, 
prophet or teacher, that the Church is composed of 
a variety of members, and that the eye cannot be 
the hand. Even with such an answer revealed 
before me, I was not satisfied and did not find 
peace. 

I persevered in the reading and did not let my mind wander until I found this 
Set your desires on the greater gifts. And I will show you the 

way which surpasses all others. For the Apostle insists that the greater gifts are 
nothing at all without love and that this same love is surely the best path leading 
directly to God. At length I had found peace of mind. 

When I had looked upon the mystical body of the Church, I recognised myself in 
none of the members which St. Paul described, and what is more, I desired to 
distinguish myself more favourably within the whole body. Love appeared to me 
to be the hinge for my vocation. Indeed I knew that the Church had a body 

rious members, but in this body the necessary and more noble 
member was not lacking; I knew that the Church had a heart and that such a 
heart appeared to be aflame with love. I knew that one love drove the members 
of the Church to action, that if this love were extinguished, the apostles would 
have proclaimed the Gospel no longer, the martyrs would have shed their blood 
no more. I saw and realised that love sets off the bounds of all vocations, that 
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I persevered in the reading and did not let my mind wander until I found this 
Set your desires on the greater gifts. And I will show you the 

For the Apostle insists that the greater gifts are 
nothing at all without love and that this same love is surely the best path leading 
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love is everything, that this same love embraces every time and every place. In 
one word, that love is everlasting. 
 

Then, nearly ecstatic with the supreme joy in my soul, I proclaimed: O Jesus, my 
love, at last I have found my calling: my call is love. Certainly I have found my 
place in the Church, and you gave me that very place, my God. In the heart of 
the Church, my mother, I will be love, and thus I will be all things, as my desire 
finds its direction.

 

Personal Prayer: Pathway to Joy  
Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. 

Everyone knows that personal prayer is important.  You can't expect to 
deepen a relationship with God talking with Him only once a week!  But 
how, in the midst of the busy, noisy life we all lead, can we develop a 
pattern of daily prayer that really works?  And if we are successful in 
carving out some moments for prayer, what do we do?  How should we 
spend that time in way that would be most fruitful? 
Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio has taught spiritual theology academically, 
but, more importantly, he's had plenty of practice applying that tradition 
to everyday life.  With a family of seven, a business, and a non-profit 
corporation to run, he knows the challenges that a busy, active life can 
pose to the Christian who wants to pray.  In this talk, he lays down principles and gives practical 
suggestions on how busy laypeople can develop a prayer life that leads to joy and personal 
transformation. 

CD - $8.95 
  

  
Holy Land Mother of Pearl Cross - 8.5" x 5.5" 
This lovely handmade Mother of Pearl Crucifix with inlaid 
Mother of Pearl contains four compartments. 
The Holy Land articles on this luxurious Catholic Crucifix 
are Olive leaves, Holy Land stones, Holy Land soil and 
incense. 8.5" x 5.5" 
  

Feast of Faith DVD & Workbook 

In this enlightening, four-part adult faith 
formation series developed for the Eucharist, Dr. 
D’Ambrosio offers profound reflections and 
practical suggestions to make the Holy 

Eucharist more truly the “source and summit” of our Christian experience. DVD 
and Workbook - Great Value! 

 


