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Baptism as Illumination 

St. Justin Martyr 
Early Church Father 

  
This excerpt from St. Justin Martyr's First Apology (chapter 61) 

on baptism or "illumination" is used in the Office of Readings of 

the Roman Catholic Church on Wednesday of the Third week of 
Easter with the accompanying biblical reading of Revelation 9:1-
12.  St. Justin Martyr's First Apology was written around 155AD 
in Rome and reflects the liturgical practices of not only the 
Church in that city, but most probably the practice of the Church 
in Ephesus and Palestine as well, where he had lived and 
worshipped prior to his move to Rome.  It demonstrates that the 
early Church understood Jesus' words to Nicodemus in John 3 
as referring to the sacrament of baptism. 
  

Through Christ we received new life and we consecrated 
ourselves to God. I will explain the way in which we did this. 
Those who believe what we teach is true and who give 
assurance of their ability to live according to that teaching are 

taught to ask God’s forgiveness for their sins by prayer and fasting and we pray and fast 
with them. We then lead them to a place where there is water and they are reborn in the 
same way as we were reborn; that is to say, they are washed in the water in the name of 
God, the Father and Lord of the whole universe, of our Savior Jesus Christ and of the 
Holy Spirit. This is done because Christ said: Unless you are born again you will not 
enter the kingdom of heaven, and it is impossible for anyone, having once been born, to 
re-enter his mother’s womb. 
 

An explanation of how repentant sinners are to be freed from their sins is given through 
the prophet Isaiah in the words: Wash yourselves and be clean. Remove the evil from 
your souls; learn to do what is right. Be just to the orphan, vindicate the widow. Come, 
let us reason together, says the Lord. If your sins are like scarlet, I will make them white 
as wool; if they are like crimson, I will make them white as snow. But if you do not heed 
me, you shall be devoured by the sword. The mouth of the Lord has spoken.  
 

The apostles taught us the reason for this ceremony of ours. Our first birth took place 
without our knowledge or consent because our parents came together, and we grew up 
in the midst of wickedness. So if we were not to remain children of necessity and 
ignorance, we needed a new birth of which we ourselves would be conscious, and which 
would be the result of our own free choice. We needed, too, to have our sins forgiven. 
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This is why the name of God, the Father and Lord of the whole universe, is pronounced 
in the water over anyone who chooses to be born again and who has repented of his 
sins. The person who leads the candidate for baptism to the font calls upon God by this 
name alone, for God so far surpasses our powers of description that no one can really 
give a name to him. Anyone who dares to say that he can must be hopelessly insane. 
 
This baptism is called “illumination” because of the mental enlightenment that is 
experienced by those who learn these things. The person receiving this enlightenment is 
also baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and in 
the name of the Holy Spirit, who through the prophets foretold everything concerning 
Jesus. 

 

The Early Church Fathers  
  

A society characterized by the loss of respect for life, 
violence, exotic religious cults, sexual promiscuity, 
homosexuality, and even pedophilia. Sound familiar? 
  

The Early Church Fathers such as St. Justin Martyr 
succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to Christ. If we pay 
attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing the 
same for our own de-Christianized society!  
  

Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus 
Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine 
  

Early Church Fathers VHS Set—$49.95      
Early Church Fathers DVD Set—$49.95  
Early Church Fathers CD Set—$18.00 
  

God's Seven Gifts: The Seven Sacraments of the Catholic Church - 6 CD Set 

The Catholic Church has always emphasized how important the seven 
sacraments are for our lives. Yet many take these 7 sacraments for 
granted. With little understanding of the sacraments, many are simply 
going through the motions. This CD set will give you new insight into the 
meaning of these seven unique embraces of divine love that will unlock 
the power of the sacraments in your life! 

 


