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Why Celebrate Christmas?

Saint Augustine of Hippo
Early Church Father & Doctor of the Church

ALGUS This excerpt from a sermon by St. Augustine (Sermo 185: PL 38,
-ﬁ 997-999) on the mystery of the incarnation is used in the Roman
E Office of Readings on Christmas Eve, December 24, the last day of
" the Fourth week of Advent. St. Augustine was one of the greatest

of the Early Church Fathers.

Awake, mankind! For your sake God has become man.
Awake, you who sleep, rise up from the dead, and Christ
will enlighten you. | tell you again: for your sake, God
became man.

You would have suffered eternal death, had he not been
born in time. Never would you have been freed from sinful
flesh, had he not taken on himself the likeness of sinful flesh. You would have
suffered everlasting unhappiness, had it not been for this mercy. You would
never have returned to life, had he not shared your death. You would have been
lost if he had not hastened ‘to your aid. You would have perished, had he not
come.

Let us then joyfully celebrate the coming of our salvation and redemption. Let us
celebrate the festive day on which he who is the great and eternal day came from
the great and endless day of eternity into our own short day of time.

He has become our justice, our sanctification, our redemption, so that, as it is
written: Let him who glories glory in the Lord.

Truth, then, has arisen from the earth: Christ who said, | am the Truth, was born
of the Virgin. And justice looked down from heaven: because believing in this
new-born child, man is justified not by himself but by God.

Truth has arisen from the earth: because the Word was made flesh. And justice
looked down from heaven: because every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above.
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Truth has arisen from the earth: flesh from Mary. And justice looked down from
heaven: for man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven.

Justified by faith, let us be at peace with God: for justice and peace have
embraced one another. Through our Lord Jesus Christ: for Truth has arisen from
the earth. Through whom we have access to that grace in which we stand, and
our boast is in our hope of God'’s glory. He does not say: “of our glory”, but of
God'’s glory: for justice has not come out of us but has looked down from heaven.
Therefore he who glories, let him glory, not in himself, but in the Lord.

For this reason, when our Lord was born of the Virgin, the message of the
angelic voices was: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to men of good will.

For how could there be peace on earth unless Truth has arisen from the earth,
that is, unless Christ were born of our flesh? And he is our peace who made the
two into one: that we might be men of good will, sweetly linked by the bond of
unity.

Let us then rejoice in this grace, so that our glorying may bear witness to our
good conscience by which we glory, not in ourselves, but in the Lord. That is why
Scripture says: He is my glory, the one who lifts up my head. For what greater
grace could God have made to dawn on us than to make his only Son become
the son of man, so that a son of man might in his turn become son of God?

Ask if this were merited; ask for its reason, for its justification, and see whether
you will find any other answer but sheer grace.

This reading is featured in the Early Church Fathers, Advent & Christmas and Incarnation
sections of The Crossroads Initiative Library.

2| The Early Church Fathers

A society characterized by the loss of respect for life, violence, exotic religious cults,
sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, and even pedophilia. Sound familiar?

The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to Christ. If we pay
attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing the same for our own de-
Christianized society!

&
_ 3| Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus

Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine
Early Church Fathers 2 VHS Set—$44.00

Early Church Fathers 2 DVD Set—$44.00
Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set—$18.00
Early Church Fathers 2 Audio Set—$16.00

The Fathers of the Church - Who They Are and Why They Matter

In a single, upbeat talk, full of examples and stories about some of the Church's most intriguing
personalities, Marcellino D'Ambrosio explains who people are talking about when they refer to the "Fathers
of the Church" or "Early Church Fathers. Though the ranks of the fathers include a tremendous variety of
cultures, locales, and personalities, there is surprising consensus that emerges from them on a variety of
the most important questions of our day. In this talk, Marcellino makes clear just how much these figures
have to teach us today.
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