
PO Box 271227 + Flower Mound, TX + 75027 + 1

 

   

PO Box 271227 + Flower Mound, TX + 75027 + 1

The Church as the Shepherd 
of the Straying Sheep

  

Early Church Father
  

 

This excerpt from St. Augustine's Sermon 46 On Pastors (Sermo 
46, 18
wicked, seeking their own interests rather than 
Catholic Church herself is Mother and Shepherd who seeks out 
the straying sheep, cares for the sick and strengthens the weak.
She is also like a vine which sprouts everywhere and can even 
graft the broken, sterile branches back into herself.
read in the Roman Catholic Office of Readings for Tuesday of the 
25th week in Ordinary Time with the accompanying biblical 
reading taken from Ezekiel 36:16
  

They are straying across the mountains and the high hills, they have been 
scattered over all the face of the earth.
the face of the earth? That they attach themselves to earthly things, the things 
that glitter on the face of the earth: they love and desire them. They do not want 
to die and be hidden away in Christ. 
because they love earthly things but because across all the earth there are 
sheep astray. They are everywhere, but one thing, pride, is the mother of them 
all, just as Christians who are spread 
Church. 
 

So it is not to be wondered at that pride gives birth to dissension while love 
generates unity. The Church is the mother of all, and everywhere the shepherd in 
her seeks those who are astray, strengthens tho
sick and puts the broken together again. Many of them are not even known to 
one another, but she knows them all because she is merged with them all.
 

She is like a vine that has grown and sprouted everywhere. Those in love wi
earthly things are like sterile shoots pruned away by the grower’s knife because 
of their sterility, cut away so that the vine should not have to be cut down. And 
those sterile shoots, once they are pruned away, lie on the ground and stay 
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The Church as the Shepherd 
of the Straying Sheep 

by St. Augustine of Hippo 
Early Church Father and Doctor of the Church 

This excerpt from St. Augustine's Sermon 46 On Pastors (Sermo 
46, 18-19: CCL 41, 544-546) shows that even if some pastors are 
wicked, seeking their own interests rather than Christ's, the 
Catholic Church herself is Mother and Shepherd who seeks out 
the straying sheep, cares for the sick and strengthens the weak.
She is also like a vine which sprouts everywhere and can even 
graft the broken, sterile branches back into herself.  This text is 
read in the Roman Catholic Office of Readings for Tuesday of the 
25th week in Ordinary Time with the accompanying biblical 
reading taken from Ezekiel 36:16-36. 

They are straying across the mountains and the high hills, they have been 
ered over all the face of the earth. What does this mean, scattered over all 

That they attach themselves to earthly things, the things 
that glitter on the face of the earth: they love and desire them. They do not want 

idden away in Christ. Over all the face of the earth not only 
because they love earthly things but because across all the earth there are 
sheep astray. They are everywhere, but one thing, pride, is the mother of them 
all, just as Christians who are spread over all the world have one mother, the 

So it is not to be wondered at that pride gives birth to dissension while love 
generates unity. The Church is the mother of all, and everywhere the shepherd in 
her seeks those who are astray, strengthens those who are weak, cares for the 
sick and puts the broken together again. Many of them are not even known to 
one another, but she knows them all because she is merged with them all.

She is like a vine that has grown and sprouted everywhere. Those in love wi
earthly things are like sterile shoots pruned away by the grower’s knife because 
of their sterility, cut away so that the vine should not have to be cut down. And 
those sterile shoots, once they are pruned away, lie on the ground and stay 
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The Church as the Shepherd  

This excerpt from St. Augustine's Sermon 46 On Pastors (Sermo 
546) shows that even if some pastors are 

Christ's, the 
Catholic Church herself is Mother and Shepherd who seeks out 
the straying sheep, cares for the sick and strengthens the weak.  
She is also like a vine which sprouts everywhere and can even 

This text is 
read in the Roman Catholic Office of Readings for Tuesday of the 
25th week in Ordinary Time with the accompanying biblical 

They are straying across the mountains and the high hills, they have been 
scattered over all 

That they attach themselves to earthly things, the things 
that glitter on the face of the earth: they love and desire them. They do not want 

not only 
because they love earthly things but because across all the earth there are 
sheep astray. They are everywhere, but one thing, pride, is the mother of them 

over all the world have one mother, the 

So it is not to be wondered at that pride gives birth to dissension while love 
generates unity. The Church is the mother of all, and everywhere the shepherd in 

se who are weak, cares for the 
sick and puts the broken together again. Many of them are not even known to 
one another, but she knows them all because she is merged with them all. 

She is like a vine that has grown and sprouted everywhere. Those in love with 
earthly things are like sterile shoots pruned away by the grower’s knife because 
of their sterility, cut away so that the vine should not have to be cut down. And 
those sterile shoots, once they are pruned away, lie on the ground and stay 
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there. But the vine grows over all, and it knows those shoots that remain part of 
it, and it knows the cut-off shoots that lie next to it. 
 

But from where they lie she calls them back, for as St Paul says of the broken 
branches, God has the power to graft them back again. Whether you speak of 
sheep straying away from the flock or branches cut off from the vine, God is 
equally able to call back the lost sheep and to graft back the lost branches: the 
Lord, the true vine-dresser. They have been scattered over all the face of the 
earth and no-one misses them, no-one calls them back – no-one among the bad 
shepherds. No-one misses them – that is, no man does. 
 

Well then, shepherds, hear the words of the Lord. As I live, says the Lord God... 
See how he starts. It is like an oath sworn by God, calling his very life to witness. 
As I live, says the Lord God. The shepherds are dead but the sheep are safe. As 
I live, says the Lord God. What shepherds are dead? Those who have sought 
their own interests rather than Christ’s. So what of the shepherds who seek 
Christ’s interests and not their own? Of course there will be such shepherds, of 
course they will be found: there is no lack of them and there never will be. 

 
 

The Early Church Fathers  

A society characterized by the loss of respect for life, violence, exotic 
religious cults, sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, and even pedophilia. 
Sound familiar? 
The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to Christ. 
If we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing the same 
for our own de-Christianized society!  
Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus 
Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine 
Early Church Fathers DVD Set—$44.00  
Early Churh Fathers CD Set—$18.00  

    

History of the Church Bundle 
Have you ever wanted to learn more about the Church’s History, like 
who are The Early Church Fathers and why do they matter in our 
modern Church? Find out with Early Church Fathers: Who They are 
and Why They Matter and Early Church Fathers VOL I & II. These 

CDs will open up a whole new depth to your understanding of the Church and 
presented by Dr. Italy – you know that they will come to life! But, don’t stop with 
the Early Church Fathers – find out what REALLY happened in the divide of the 
Church! Christianity Divided, a 2 CD set will take you through the history of the 
Orthodox and Protestant divisions in the Church.  

  

  
  
 

 


